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EDITOR’S LETTER 
     If you are wondering why this is month 4, and this is only issue number 2, 
it is simply because we did not put out a newsletter in January or February.   
Several items of note, as requested from the secretary and the membership 
chair: first, do we have your current (and correct) e-mail address? Carly and 
membership chair Sandy Benz are currently going through the files to update 
everyone’s contact information.  As most correspondence is now done 
electronically, it is very important that we have this information on file; 
monthly paper statements will still be mailed.  Please e-mail either 
membership@cpyc.com or office@cpyc.com with the subject line “Email 
Update (Your name).”  Please also include your current mailing address (for 
the statements), phone number, S/O or spouse’s name, as well as your boat’s 
name so that we can keep an updated list of our fleet for PICYA.   
     Second item: name badges.  Did you misplace your badge?  Or do you 
need another?  Contact Carly for a new badge.  Speaking of names, you may 
have noticed the photo spots in the upstairs dining area are filling up.  Do we 
have a photo of your boat to display?  If not, please send it to Catherine 
Miskow (Miskow_c@yahoo.com); preferred format is horizontal (landscape) 
for power boats and vertical (portrait) for sailboats.    
     Lastly, are you interested in writing an article for the newsletter?  Or do 
you have an idea for the featured back page article?  Email your article to 
Catherine (Miskow_c@yahoo.com) and see your work in print.  You will 
receive full credit in the byline.  Submissions may be edited for space and/or 
clarity.   
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UPCOMING EVENTS PETALUMA CRUISE INFORMATION 
Sandy Benz, cruise leader 

Sandy and Mike Benz of “Beth” will be leading the cruise to Petaluma over 

Memorial Day weekend this year. This year’s cruise is going to a big one, both 

literally and figuratively, with at least three different groups cruising in on the 

same weekend.  CPYC will be joined by the Islander 36 Club, and a small 

contingent from Westpoint Harbor in Redwood City. The event is limited to 

150 prepaid reservations, so register early.  Petaluma YC and Marin County 

are requiring proof of vaccination to enter the clubhouse facilities, so plan 

accordingly. (Outdoor dining is available).   

Activities this year include a Cocktail Making contest (Friday, 5/27), Downtown 

Poker Walk (Saturday 5/28; 10-4)and a costume contest (Saturday night).  $85 

per person ($25 for kids under 13) gets you an all-access pass to the weekend 

events, including breakfasts and dinners.  Docking fee is $32 per night, payable at 

the dock in Petaluma.  Additional information will be posted on the CPYC 

website.   

Here are a few things you should know about this cruise. 

 Be prepared to stern in to the dock.  That way, we can get the most 
boats possible into the space. 

 If you arrive later than Friday, it is very possible that there may not be 
space on the dock to accommodate you. There are two other docks in 
the basin, but neither one is gated or locked.  If you wind up on this 
dock, always lock your boat and take the key with you. 
 

   Registration for this cruise will be done slightly differently than in the past.  A 
registration form will be posted on the CPYC website; fill out the form and email 
it to Sandy Benz.  She will then compile the information and forward it to 
Petaluma Yacht Club and to Carly; your account will be charged for cruise fees.  
We will not be using Google Docs to sign up.   Please contact Sandy  
(sandybenz18@yahoo.com) or 559-281-5703 with any questions. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

BOAT NAME____________________________________ 

Skipper________________________________________ 

Guests ____________________________ 

 ____________________________ 

 _____________________________ 

Adults ______@$85 

Kids (under 13)____@$25 

Saturday night only ____@$65 

TOTAL 
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St. PATRICK’S DAY RETURNS to CPYC 
 
After a two-year hiatus due to Covid, a bit of Ireland came 

back to the Yacht Club.  On Saturday, March 12, members 
were treated to a traditional dinner of corned beef, potatoes, 
and cabbage, and carrots, as well as Irish libations. (Did you 
know that this type of dinner is more associated with the Irish 
in the United States?  The three vegetables are chosen 
because their colors, orange, white, and green, are those of 
the Irish flag).   The highlight of the evening was the return of 
the Irish Dancers, whose members always look forward to 
performing for us.    
 
      
       

 

REGATTA RECAP 

At least six boats turned out for the John Pitcher Regatta on March 13, 

rescheduled from the previous week due to weather concerns.  Congratulations to 

Bill Kilbridge on Chablis IV for taking first place; Luther Izmirian on Paradigm 

for 2nd place; and Dave Noce on Summertime, who came in third. 

The Winter Racing series wrapped up on March 27, with regular Wednesday night 

races resuming on April 6.  The turnout for the races has been better than usual, 

and we look forward to building an active regatta and social racing program again.  

In anticipation of the Wednesday night series starting, check out this video on 

Youtube   : https://youtu.be/YC3flDjldfw 
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WHAT’S THAT FLYING OVERHEAD?   
Birdlife Around Coyote Point and the Bay 

     No, it is not a 777 inbound for SFO, although we get a lot of those too!  

Last month, I featured an article about the denizens under the sea, so 

this time, I wanted to look to the skies.  Coyote Point marina borders a 

large wetlands area, and birds, both migratory and resident, abound.   

Here are a few of the feathered denizens in and around the marina.     

Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) 
Usually found further north, a singleton Osprey can sometimes be 
spotted hanging out on his perch near the entrance to the channel. 
Ospreys, or “Sea Hawks” are strictly fish eaters, and will often circle an 
area, searching for fish.  Once a fish is found, the bird will dive bomb it, 
grabbing it in its talons and taking it back to its nest or perch to enjoy the 
meal.  
 
Green Heron (Butorides virescens) 
These small birds are known for using “tools and lures” while fishing.  
They have been known to construct lures out of feathers, bread crumbs, 
and even insects, and use them to attract a tasty meal.  You can often 
find them at the edges of the marsh, or in shallow water.   
 
Brown Pelican (Pelicanus occidentalis) 
You are more likely to see these unmistakable birds in the Central Bay, 
north of the Bay Bridge, but they will occasionally show up in the vicinity 
of Coyote Point.  They feed by plunge-diving from high up, using the 
force of impact to stun small fish before scooping them up in their 
pouch-shaped mouths; when diving, they turn their bodies in a way to 
cushion the impact with the water.  After diving, they drain the water 
from their pouch, and swallow the catch.  During herring spawn, you 
may be lucky enough to see these birds from your boat deck in the 
marina.   
 
Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus) 
Whimbrels probe with their long bills into mudflats or wet sand for 
invertebrates such as crabs, walking slowly through areas where water is 
very shallow. You may have seen them at low tide near basin 3.  Flocks 
moving in migration, or between roosting and feeding areas, vocalize 
often. Males sing and display on and above nesting territories in the 
arctic, often calling loudly when they spot predators or intruders. 
 
Harlequin Duck (Histrionicus histrionicus) 
So far, only one has been spotted in the marina. These ducks are usually  
found in the Pacific Northwest, as they favor colder water and rough 
streams.  They dine on small crustaceans and mollusks, and often dive 
under the water to walk on the sea bottom for food.     
 
 Although rare, you may find that a bird has made a nest on your boat.  
Less common among the waterfowl, it is more common with the smaller 
songbirds in the area. So what do you do if you find that a bird has taken 
up residence on your boat?  Unfortunately, there is nothing you can do, 
except to leave it alone and let nature take its course—by law, you cannot 
move a nest until the babies have left fledged (left the nest and are able 
to fly).  If you have questions about these residents, contact a park 
ranger, the humane society, or even Curiodyssey musem.   


