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EDITOR’S LETTER 
     Happy New Year.  My apologies for not getting a letter out last month—my 
husband and I both caught “the virus that shall not be named,” and spent 
most of January flat on our backs recovering. I am still on the board of 
directors as the Staff Commodore, and will continue to edit the newsletter.   
     As part of the newsletter, I would like to invite members of the club to 
submit articles, either for the back page’s “featured article,” or write-ups 
from cruise leaders about the cruises.   If you are interested in submitting an 
article, please send it to Miskow_c@yahoo.com, and I will be happy to print 
it.   
     Also, have you looked at the gallery above the bar yet?  Do you see your 
boat’s photo there?  If not, we would love to have one to hang.  Send your 
favorite photo of your boat to Miskow_c@yahoo.com, and I will print it out 
in an 8x10.  Please include the name of the boat and the name of the 
owner(s).  Photos are best formatted as portrait (vertical) for sailboats and 
landscape (horizontal) for powerboats.  It would be great if you could get the 
entire boat in the photo, but if that isn’t possible, that’s not a problem.  
 
Oh, by the way, I’ve hidden a certain well-known cartoon marine life creature 
somewhere in this newsletter…  

mailto:Miskow_c@yahoo.com
mailto:Miskow_c@yahoo.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

GREETINGS from the CRUISE CHAIR 
Mark Ramsbey 

   As I look at 2021 sinking into the horizon and am looking forward to 2022!  We 

had a good year cruising and racing and I am looking forward to a great year 

2022 enjoying time together with our friends around the club, cruising and 

racing.  Early responses to our survey confirm most people want to cruise outs 

visiting other yacht clubs and we hope to do more of that as COVID eases this 

year.  Cruises will generally be set for the third weekend in the month.  This year, 

we are planning an off-shore cruise (possibly Half Moon Bay), as well as the 

return of the ever popular Marin and Petaluma cruise.  The Delta cruise will also 

return this year in August.   

   I joined CPYC in the middle of 2019 after crewing some years on Sweet Grapes 

and other boats.  I have been encouraged by you club members who stuck with us 

through 2019 and 2020 with limited opportunities to enjoy our wonderful facility 

and fellowship as we will be able to again in 2022 and the continued growth of 

youth sailing thanks to Carly and many volunteers.  Also to maybe go back and 

get a real haircut!  

 CALIFORNIA BOATER ID CARD 

As of January 1, 2022, anyone 45 years or younger is required to possess a valid 

California Boater ID card, certifying that they have completed a boating safety 

course.  People engaged in commercial fishing, in possession of a maritime license, 

or operating a vessel in an organized race are exempt from the requirement, but it 

is still a good idea to have the card in your possession.  Children under age 16 are 

not permitted to operate a motorized vessel that exceeds 15 hp, except while under 

the supervision of an adult over 18 who is in possession of a boater card.     

The card can be obtained by taking an approved course administered by Boat US, 

Coast Guard Auxiliary, US Powersquadron, Boater Exam America, or any other 

organizations listed on the site http://californiaboatercard.com/courses. 

Stay tuned to the blast, as Coyote Point Yacht Club will likely be offering classes 

again this year.   

 

 

http://californiaboatercard.com/courses
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LIGHTED BOAT PARADE RECAP 
After taking 202o off due to COVID, the annual lighted boat parade 

came back to Coyote Point, and what a celebration it was!  This year, 
the parade was open to anyone who had a boat in the marina, resulting 
in 13 boats participating in the parade.   The parade took place on 
December 11, and what a spectacle it was!  More than 200 people, who 
came from as far south as San Jose and as far north as San Francisco, 
lined the berm and the jetty to watch the boats.  One enterprising 
entrepreneur even sold light up balloons and toys to the spectators, 
much to the delight of the children watching.     

  The harbor patrol boat led the parade, followed by the San Mateo 
County Sheriff’s marine unit boat, in their first year of participation.  
Santa Claus rode on “Scully” (Mark Bettis and Catherine Miskow), 
waving to the spectators on the shore, who blew kisses and waved.   

After the parade, Santa and his “helper elf” headed to the yacht club, 
where he welcomed visits from the children.  Upstairs, the club served 
up holiday treats for the whole family.  Voting for the winners went 
“high tech” this year, with spectators being encouraged to vote for 
their favorite boat by texting a photo.  The winners of this year’s boat 
parade were: First Place: “Scully” (skippered by Mark Bettis and 
his helper elf), and Second place going to “Panda Angler” (Gary 
Edwards).  Both winners were chosen by the public through text 
voting.   

Next year’s parade will be on Saturday, December 17, so start 
your planning now!  
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Ayala Cove beach and the mooring 

field.  

WHAT’S THAT UNDER MY BOAT?! 
     Here are just a few of the underwater denizens living under (or 

growing on) you boat’s hull. Due to the biodiversity of these organisms, 

the ones you see on your dock may look slightly different. (Disclaimer: I 

am not a marine biologist, but I am a Spongebob fan).    

*Bat Rays (top right) 
These friendly creatures swim on the bottom like undersea vacuum 
cleaners, eating worms, crabs, clams, and fish, or whatever they can suck 
up from the muddy floor.  Sometimes, you might see them break the 
surface with one of their wings, or even poke their faces out of the water.     
 
*Sponges (Porifera) (second from top) 
No, they don’t live in pineapples or work in restaurants; they live under 
the docks and don’t move once they attach to their substrates.  They have 
no internal organs, but are filter feeders, so they are actually helping to 
clean the bay waters.  Sponges seen at Coyote Point marina may be 
orange or yellow, and can take many forms; the most common ones are 
encrusting sponges that look like tiny mountains, or fingered sponges, 
that have many branches.  
   
*Tunicates, Sea Vases or Sea Squirts (Third from top) 
These animals are ubiquitous under the docks and are likely living on 
your boat’s hull.  Although they have no apparent skeleton, these 
transparent animals belong to the phylum chordata, just like us.  Their 
shape is maintained by the water flowing through their tube-like bodies.  
If you remove them from the water, they will lose their shape.   
 
*Acorn Barnacles (fourth from top) 
When you have your boat hauled out, you will likely find these creatures 
encrusting on your hull, despite the use anti-fouling paint. Barnacles are 
actually sessile (they don’t move once the find a home) crustaceans; if 
you watch them carefully, you may see their feelers extending from the 
hard, triangular shell.        
 
*Leopard Sharks (bottom) 
Yes, there are sharks in the marina, but don’t worry—Great White Sharks 
rarely enter San Francisco Bay, and even if they did, the waters of Coyote 
Point marina are too shallow for them.  Leopard sharks, named for their 
spotted pattern, can grow up to six feet in length and can live for 
decades. They are bottom feeders, and eat anything that they can dig up 
from the bay floor with their snouts.            
 
 Other visitors to the marina include a California Sea Lion, affectionately 
nicknamed “George,” who has been known to swim in the slipways near 
docks 25-27. As with all wildlife, sessile and mobile, look at it, but do not 
touch it.  Be respectful of their homes—we share the bay with them, and 
they were here long before we were.  For more information on animals of 
San Francisco Bay, you can visit the Aquarium of the Bay at Pier 39.    

 


