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COMMODORE’S LETTER 
Catherine Miskow 

2020 Vice Commodore; 2021 Commodore 
Hello and Happy New Year from the Commodore.  For those of you who 
don’t know me, I’ve been around Coyote Point Yacht Club for literally my 
entire life; my parents were members from 1973-2005, and my Mom sailed 
until she was 8 months pregnant; family rumor also has it that my Dad was 
in an offshore YRA race the day that I was supposed to come back from the 
hospital!  Needless to say, boating has been an integral part of my life, and 
still is.  When I’m not working my day job, I can be found hanging out in the 
Delta on my boat, Cardinal Rule, or working with my husband on our yet-
unnamed “rescued boat,” a 1978 Grand Banks 36 Classic.  (Full disclosure—I 
am married to the Coyote Point Harbormaster).   
   I have fond memories of growing up sailing the Bay and Delta, and of going 
on numerous club cruises, the escapades on some of which are “legendary.”  
(Does anyone still remember “The Great Rum Punch Incident of 1984” 
[which involved yours truly] or the infamous Delta party barge fire?)  In all 
those times, never once did I ever imagine that I would one day be at the 
helm of this ship that has been such a part of my life, and yet, here I am.   
    How odd it feels to be taking the helm in the midst of such a huge storm, 
but, as every boater know, even the roughest of sea storms are only 
temporary, and so we shall heave-to and weather this one out.     
    I also want to thank last year’s board, and the Past Commodore, Joe Pratt 
(thank you for the repeat performance) for helping us through the odd year 
that was 2020. Moving forward, I want to be the bridge between the old and 
the new; I have fond memories of the “olden days” at the club, but, at the 
same time, understand that we as an organization must move forward if we 
are to thrive.  As things slowly begin a return to normal, let us feel fortunate 
that we have a wonderful form of recreation available to us in such a 
wonderful area.  
   Hope to see you on the water soon. 
 
~Catherine      
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MEET THE CPYC BOARD of DIRECTORS 
 
Mark Neumann, Vice Commodore 
Back in 1994, my girlfriend, now wife, Polly, made me go beer can sailing at 
CPYC.  I got hooked on racing and joined the club in 1996.  I ran the beer cans 
for my first two years.  I did a blue water cruise down the coast to Still Water 
Cove and back, and got the ocean bug.  I started doing the ocean race series in 
2000, and have been up and down the coast ever since, completing about 10 
Coastal Cups to Monterey, about 3 Coastal Cups to southern California and 
topped it off with the Pacific Cup to Hawaii in 2008, on Joe Pratt’s Catalina 
42.  I’ve been director at large for 3 years, and this year as Rear Commodore.  
I’ve owned many boats over 30 years including a Catalina 22, Ranger 26, 
Santana 30/30GP, Catalina 36 and now a Catalina 27. 
 
Mark Green, Rear Commodore (Not pictured) 
Mark Green has served on the board in the past and has been an active 
participant in  races at both Coyote Point  Yacht Club and the Stockton 
Sailing Club.    
 
Stephanie Anderson, Treasurer, Web Site Architect 
I look forward to being on the board after being a member for a couple of 
years. My family and I joined the club right after purchasing our boat and 
docking it at Coyote Point Marina. Shockingly, I only learned to sail 2 years 
ago! We plunged right in by buying a Fountain Pajot 44. We eventually plan 
to circumnavigate with our children. Currently we do around the Bay sailing, 
including some places such as Clipper Cove, Sausalito, China Camp, Pillar 
Point, and the Delta. Recently, we spent the entire summer in the Delta due 
to COVID canceling everything. We love being on our boat!    
 
Ian Davison, House Chair 
I grew up sailing Sunfish on the Great South Bay of Long Island, where I 
taught beginner through racing level dinghy sailing on Optimist, Sunfish, JY 
and 420's at Westhampton Yacht Club. In 2011, I moved to the SF Bay Area 
and realized he was going to need a bigger boat if he were to stay dry on the 
San Francisco Bay.  I can often be found on my Tartan 3700, Ventus at Beer 
Cans on Wednesday nights and the Weekend CPYC Series. Besides racing, I 
love to cruise out to Treasure Island or Angel Island with my fiancee Jessica 
for an overnight or two, and bobbing around the harbor in his dinghy soaking 
up the sun. 
 
Gokçe “Greg” Soydemir, Director-at-large 
I got into boating when I was working as a crew member during the summer 
months of mu college years in Blue Voyage sailing tours of the famous south 
western coast of Turkey primarily catering to British tourists. 
ntinued)…When my older son was born I bought a small zodiac boat to 
engage him in boating. It was really fun in the sense that we would go fishing 
with him and two nearby islands which were only like couple of hundred feet 
away.  When he began his high school years, we had to find an activity for 
him outside of school and we came up with boating. Immediately after, I 
bought my first power boat and what an adventure it was. Later, I bought a 
sailboat which is berthed in Cesme, Turkey for us and to get more involved in 
sailing. Since then, we are enjoying both of our boats as a family. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

YOUTH SAILING UPDATE 

   The youth sailing program was a large part of what got us 
through 2020 financially.  In addition to a new set of Opti Cubes, 
we also acquired two larger boats, to accommodate participants 
who have graduated from the Optis.  In addition to our traditional 
summer program, we added a winter break session, which was 
extremely successful.   
     Special thanks to Sandy Lazzari, Carly Cozart, and Stephanie 
Anderson for helping to grow the program, as well as our winter 
session instructor, Jack Lugliani.  Sign ups are now open for the 
upcoming summer sessions.   

Quinn McKenna, Regatta Chair 
I have been sailing nearly my whole life, my parents bought a 
small boat when I was a kid, and I began racing dinghies as a 
teenager--International Moths, 505s and Lasers. Somewhere in 
there I built a few boats. When I was in high school I sailed 
offshore for the first time, delivering a Valiant 40 from 
Portsmouth, VA to Newport RI. I sailed in college and after 
worked as a charter guide sailing boats from Florida to the 
Bahamas. I've owned my Ericson 35 for 25 years, long enough to 
break everything that was fixed, and fix everything that was 
broken--I'm onto the second cycle now. My wife, daughter and I 
family have been CPYC members for several years but work 
commitments have kept me from engaging as much as I'd like.  I 
guess one silver lining of COVID is more time to sail. 
 
Charlie Weidanz, Secretary (Not Pictured) 
Charlie has been a board member since 2019, and previously 
served as regatta chair.  He is an active participant in CPYC races.  
 
Steve Swanson, Port Captain (Not Pictured) 
Steve has served as port captain for several years and is also an 
avid racer with his wife, Jocelyn.   
 
Gary Edwards, Director-at-Large (Not Pictured) 
Gary is a longtime board member, and Past Commodore (2016).  
He also enjoys fishing.   
 
Craig Thorson, Director-at-Large (Not Pictured) 
 
Mark Shelley, Membership Chair (Not Pictured) 
Mark is in his second year as Membership Chair.   
 
Joe Pratt, Past Commodore (Not Pictured) 
Joe was Commodore in 2014 and returned for a repeat 

performance.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

WINTER SAILS 
2nd & 4th Sundays through mid March 
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All sailing events are held in compliance 

with county and state COVID-19 

restrictions.  Boats must be single-handed, 

or sailed with members from the same 

household.     
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PAWS ABOARD: BOATING WITH YOUR DOG 
(Adapted from Discover Boating.com) 

Catherine Miskow 
 

  Mark and I recently acquired a new family member, a purebred 
Airedale Terrier named “Bailey.” I am no stranger to Airedales, 
and my first Airedale, “Baron,” (1985-1997) was a fixture around 
the yacht club and on club cruises.  Airedales are extremely 
adaptable and smart, often learning by observation rather than by 
training; he was only about five months old, we took Baron him 
his first cruise.  Seeing his humans seated on the high side of the 
boat as it heeled, he attempted to do the same, and promptly 
found himself sliding across the cabin sol to the opposite side.  
When we tacked a second time, he simply walked over to the low 
side and squeezed himself under the sea berth, so that he 
wouldn’t slide.  He was also an expert at negotiating the stern 
swim steps, and when it got too hot for him, he would simply 
walk down the steps, take a swim, then come back to the boat,                                    
sufficiently cooled.   
Here are several important points to consider when bringing 

your canine friend aboard. 

 Get a Doggie Life Jacket 
Even if your dog is a strong swimming breed, such as a retriever 
or a Newfoundland, you should still consider a life vest.  If the dog 
were to fall overboard, the shock of the impact, as well as the 
water temperature, can be disorienting, and even the best 
swimmer could tire easily.  Even worse, if the boat is underway, 
the poor animal may tire out before being able to catch up.  Most 
dog life vests have a handle on the back for easy retrieval; this can 
come in handy, especially if your dog doesn’t do swim steps. 

 Make Sure They Have a Place to “Do Their 
Business” 

In the Delta, we would regularly dinghy across to the levee or a 
beach and let Baron do his business on shore, but if you don’t 
have that luxury available, make sure to have a designated spot 
on the boat that is easy to wash off.  Some people bring a piece of 
Astroturf aboard and place it in a specific spot; on our Grand 
Banks, Bailey does his business on the foredeck (giving new 
meaning to the term ‘poop deck’).  Baron was famous for doing 
his business in the head below, or urinating by the scuppers 
during the day.   

 Let Your Dog Get Their “Sea Legs” 
Before going off on a cruise, let your dog get familiar with the 
boat and boat sounds.  If your boat has steep steps into the 
cabin, make sure that the dog is comfortable negotiating them.  
Let the dog investigate every spot on the boat, but keep a sharp 
eye on them.  If your boat has an open cockpit (as many cabin 
cruisers do), it is a good idea to keep the dog on a leash as you 
accelerate—a startled dog could try to escape, and fall in the 
water.  On a sailboat, the dog can stay in the cabin, or in a 
designated area.  
 
Do you have a canine crew member?  Feel free to send their 
photos our way—Miskow_c@yahoo.com.  We will add a short 
bio and feature them in our upcoming newsletters. Our pets are 
members of our family—why wouldn’t we want them to share 
our experiences?   
 
   
 

 

“Baron” aboard “Chizumi,” 1986. 

A properly fitting doggie lifejacket 

can save a dog’s life. 

Bailey, aboard Cardinal Rule, in the passenger’s 

seat. 


